Cansk Vandrelaug, Eurorando 2011

Koutrup 10/9 2011

50 walkers from The Danish Walking Association were walking together at the old Nature-
center Koutrupgard in Jutland. The final Eurorando event in Western Denmark took place
at Koutrup where Denmark's 2 largest rivers have their source less than 200 meter from

each other.
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Torben Christensen (President of the Danish
Ramblers) and Svend Kriger(leader of the walking
club in Aarhus) are collecting water from Skjern a.

The River Skjern (Danish: Skjern A) is the largest river in
Denmark in terms of volume. It drains about one tenth of
Denmark before discharging in to the Ringkebing Fjord, a
bay of the North Sea near the town of Skjern. The river
discharges 206 m?%/s of water into the sea.

In the 1960s, the Danish government undertook to
straighten the river and drain the massive wetlands that
had formed around the river mouth to prevent the frequent
flooding and allow for intensive farming in the region.
However, the plan backfired. Without the frequent
sediment deposits supplied by flooding, increased
chemical fertilizers were needed and the river, unable to
spread the sediment across a wide wetland, silted up in
many places. Furthermore, the land began to sink as it
dried out and ceased to be replenished with fresh
sediment. The slow sinking of the land made the drainage
infrastructure increasingly ineffective.

By 1987, the government decided to implement a program
of land rehabilitation to restore the river to a more natural
state. Though the plan was not completed and approved
until 1997, by 2002, the work was mostly completed.
Much of the river and wetland is now a protected area,
home to a variety of wildlife, including otters, Atlantic
salmon, and a variety of birds. Tourism and traditional
cattle grazing have replaced the intensive agriculture as
the primary economic use of the land.

Svend Kri]gr is cllecting water from Gudenaen.

The River Guden (Danish: Gudenaen), on the Jutland peninsula, is Denmark's longest river. It flows 176
kilometres from Tinnet Krat in Vejle County, between Ngrre Snede and Terring-Uldum, to Randers Fjord in
Randers, on a course which takes it through central Jutland. The Guden came into existence some 15,000 years
ago during the last Ice Age, when ice and glacial streams carved out its bed. It shelters many species of animal.







