QUESTIONNAIRE

Collection of data for the seminar “Walking and walking territory 
in Europe”, which will take place in Malaga (Spain) on 5th – 7th June 2008

1.  Evaluated country or region:

Czech reply:

· Czech Republic

2. Which walking clubs and/or organizations carry out organized walking in this country or region?

Czech reply:

· Czech Tourist Club (KČT)

3. Which aspects of walking are emphasized in the programmes of these clubs and/or organizations?

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 sports

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 countryside protection

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 protection of historical monuments

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 development of cultural traditions

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:

X sports

X countryside protection

X protection of historical monuments

4. Do the public agents and authorities appreciate the positive influence of walking on the well-being of  society?

Czech reply:

· Yes

5. Does organized walking create new job opportunities in the evaluated area?

Czech reply:

· Yes + more detailed explanation
6. Who waymarks the walking trails in the evaluated area?

Czech reply:

· Waymarking in the Czech Republic executes practically solely the Czech Tourist Club.

7. Number of club members and number actively involved in waymarking:

Czech reply:

· The number of members of the Czech Tourist Club is approximately 40,000, including the youth, out of that about 1,300 are active markers.

8. Are the  trails protected by  law ? 
‪⁪   yes (Name title and force of law) 

⁪   no

Czech reply:

‪X    no

9. Does the law state who can use these trails? 
‪⁪   yes (Name title and force of law) 

⁪   no

Czech reply:

‪X    no

10. Total length of waymarked footpaths in kilometres in the evaluated area:

Czech reply:

· Total length of the marked footpaths in the Czech Republic, which the Czech Tourist Club manages, is 40,100 km.

11. Financial sources for waymarking footpaths:

own sources 



%

municipalities



%

districts, regions


%

state (federal)



%    
Czech reply:

districts, regions


25 %

state (federal)



75 %

12. Current legal regulations concerning free access for walkers to the countryside:

(If possible, please name title and force of law concerning for the following points 12.1 - 12.4.)  

12.1 General legal regulations concerning free access for walkers to the countryside:

Czech reply:
· General legal regulation of this kind does not exist in the Czech legal system, only the Forest Act ensures free move of people in the forests outside restricted areas (forest preserves). Obviously it is not allowed to enter the unfenced agricultural areas in the vegetation period, and to enter the unfenced fruit plantations and vineyards.

12.2 Countryside protection in relation to walking:

Czech reply:

· Apart from prohibition of camping outside restricted camps, it is regulated by legal conditions of free access of walkers in the countryside.

12.3 Protection of historic paths and routes:

Czech reply:

· Long-term used paths (historical paths) even on the land in the private ownership, are considered accessible public paths for the walkers, and they can only be closed or abolished based on the decision of relevant area-administration body.

12.4 Legal conditions for free access for walkers:

12.4.1 On paths:
Czech reply:

· See protection of historical paths.

12.4.2 Off paths (open country, forests and non-agricultural land):

Czech reply:

· See general legal regulation of free access of walkers in the countryside.

12.4.3 Special areas of countryside (river banks, sea coasts, lakesides, alpine areas, and the like):

Czech reply:

· See general legal regulation of free access of walkers in the countryside.

12.4.4 Specially protected countryside areas:

Czech reply:

· Walkers’ movement in the national parks is regulated by the visitor rules, movement of walkers in the national natural reservations is only allowed along marked paths.

13. Percentage of countryside freely accessible to walkers (apart from closed and fenced-off areas):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 practically inaccessible (less than 20 %)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 partly accessible (20 – 40 %)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 half accessible (40 – 60 %)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 predominantly accessible (60 – 80 %)

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 practically freely accessible (more than 80 %)

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:

· Practically freely accessible (more than 80 %)

14. Relations of the walking club (organization) with the bodies responsible for countryside protection:

14.1  Management of  protected areas and nature parks:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 very good cooperation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 satisfactory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly problematic

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bad

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:



X
satisfactory

14.2 Management of national parks:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 very good cooperation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 satisfactory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly problematic

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bad

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:



X
mostly problematic

14.3 With the appropriate government department(s):

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 very good cooperation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 satisfactory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly problematic

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bad

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:



X
mostly good

14.4 With civil or voluntary associations concerned with countryside protection:

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 very good cooperation

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly good

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 satisfactory

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 mostly problematic

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 bad

(please mark with a cross)

Czech reply:



X
mostly problematic

15. Waymarking in the national parks:

15.1.   Is the waymarking in the national parks indentical with the waymarking of others trails ? 

⁪    yes

⁪    no

Czech reply:



X
yes

15.2.   Who waymarks the walking trails in the national park? 

⁪    park authority

⁪    walking club

Czech reply:



X
walking club

16. Main problems for free movement in the countryside of the evaluated area:

Czech reply:

· Some tough restrictions of free access in the national parks.

17. Legal conditions for establishing and waymarking of walking trails:

Czech reply:

· Generally tolerated activity without legal regulation, dependant on understanding and allowance of land and object owners for placing marks and the information system of marking.

18. Main problems caused by waymarking, maintenance and use of walking trails:

Czech reply:

· Insufficient legal protection of marked footpaths

· Insufficient compromising adaptation of legal rules between land owners’ rights and establishing public paths and footpaths, as well as free access of walkers in the countryside.

19. Recommendations for discussion of these issues at European level:

Czech reply:

· Creating a European directive on free access of walkers in the countryside and on establishment and protection of marked footpaths, which the member countries would include in their legal systems.

 Please send the completed questionnaire before 28th February 2008 to 
secretariat@era-ewv-ferp.org
Thank you.
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